
OCTOBER 11, 2005                CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL                            7:00 P.M. 
      REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

 
The Regular Session was called to order at 7:00 P.M., by Mayor Ferguson with City Councilors 
Medina, Harriman, Miller and Nesbitt present along with City Attorney Landwehr, Interim City 
Manager Coleman, City Clerk Davidson, Community Development Director Westbay, Finance 
Director Hanson, Police Chief Anderson, County Commission Chair Starr, many interested 
citizens and the press.     
 
Consideration of Minutes: 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes of September 27, 2005.   
 
Councilor Nesbitt moved and Councilor Harriman seconded the motion to approve the Regular 
Session Meeting Minutes of September 27, 2005, as submitted. 
 
 Roll call vote, yes:  Medina, Harriman, Ferguson, Miller, Nesbitt.  So carried. 
 Roll call vote, no:   None. 
 
 Special Session Meeting Minutes of September 30, 2005. 
 
Councilor Nesbitt moved and Councilor Miller seconded the motion to approve the Special 
Session Meeting Minutes of September 30, 2005, as submitted. 
 
 Roll call vote, yes:  Harriman, Ferguson, Miller, Nesbitt, Medina.  So carried. 
 Roll call vote, no:   None. 
 
Mayor Ferguson asked Council to add the following item to the agenda:  Resolution No. 33, 
Series 2005, Re:  Supporting Gunnison County Ballot Issue 1A on the November 1, 2005, 
Election Ballot.  Council agreed to add the agenda item. 
 
Pre-Scheduled Citizens:   
 Update on Gunnison-Crested Butte Tourism Association – Director Jane Chaney.  
Ms. Chaney was joined by Tourism Association (TA) Marketing Director Rob Strickland.  Ms. 
Chaney reviewed the following:  the TA budget allocations for 2005; advertising dollars by 
market; breakdown of tax collected; and performance of the TA website.  Councilor Nesbitt 
asked about the lodging link on the website and Ms. Chaney explained how the booking takes 
place.  Ms. Chaney also reviewed the American Airlines bookings information for the upcoming 
winter season and reviewed the September Splendor advertising, mailings and brochures.  Lastly, 
Ms. Chaney and Mr. Strickland reviewed how the TA website annual calendar is produced by 
utilizing the local Chamber calendars. 
  
Unfinished Business: 

Proposed 2006 City Budget.  Finance Director Hanson informed Council of the 
following changes to the proposed budget:  fuel costs reflect a 25% increase from 2005; 
telephone costs have been revised in light of new contract information; utility costs have been 
increased by 50% to reflect the increase in natural gas; the hiring expenses for the City Manager 
have been moved from the City Council budget to the City Manager budget; the new recreation 
coordinator position market data has been compiled and updated in the Recreation budget; 
adjustments were made for the West Gunnison Neighborhood Plan with expenses for civil 
engineering work to be done in-house; the purchase of rights-of-way has been removed from the 
2006 budget; and adjustments were made to the Grants and Contracts for Service budget to 
reflect changes made at last week’s Council meeting.  Director Hanson passed out a draft form, 
prepared by Richard Karas, to be used by applicants for Continuing Challenge Grants and 
Contracts for Service.  Staff will be reviewing the application forms for possible future use. 

 
Councilor Nesbitt asked about the City Hall sidewalk.  Finance Director Hanson informed 
Council that with the savings in the 2005 Capital budget, it is anticipated the sidewalk heating 
system could be hooked up in 2005, thus preserving the new concrete.   
 
New Business:  
 Presentation of 2006 City Budget.  Interim City Manager Coleman presented the budget 
to City Council and commended Finance Director Hanson and her staff for the preparation of the 
document.  The budget was presented in balance with a few exceptions.  If $400,000 is utilized 
from City reserves for the proposed aggressive Street Improvements then the General Fund will 
be in balance.  The Conservation Trust, Electric, Ditch, Refuse and Communication Funds have  
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revenue projections exceeding projected expenses.  The Fleet Fund shows a slight deficit and the 
Fleet allocations will be adjusted to cover this deficit.  The Water Fund projects a deficit and it is  
proposed that the expenditures be covered from the Water reserve.  The Sewer Fund shows a 
deficit related to projected expense for the Rio Grande sewer interceptor replacement project.  A 
grant proposal has been submitted to the Mineral and Energy Impact Assistance Fund to assist 
with these expenses.  In addition, Sewer Fund reserves will be expended to help fund the project.  
Personnel costs are still being developed with three new positions being proposed, the Special 
Events Coordinator, Parks Maintenance Worker and a Recreation Coordinator.   
 
Discussion ensued on researching possible funding sources for housing prisoners should the 
County be unable to accommodate prisoners in the future if Ballot Issue 1A, concerning the 
proposed new County detention facility, is defeated.  County Commission Chair Jim Starr stated 
that any prisoner cap would apply proportionately to all jurisdictions using the existing detention 
facility. 
 
 Appointment of 2005-2006 Youth City Council Members.  City Clerk Davidson, 
Youth City Council (YCC) Advisor, reviewed the progress of the new YCC applicants.  She also 
invited Council to attend any of the YCC meetings. 
 
Councilor Nesbitt moved and Councilor Harriman seconded the motion that Madison Burgess, 
Kathryn Ferchau, Lindsay Hart, Devane Helman, Dana Morgan, Alan Nelson, Sarah 
Schumacher, Alyssa Schuster, Jennie Vader, Kaitlin Vader and Julie Wattier be appointed to the 
2005-2006 Youth City Council.   
 
 Roll call vote, yes:  Ferguson, Miller, Nesbitt, Medina, Harriman.  So carried. 
 Roll call vote, no:   None. 
 
 General Discussion on Annexation Procedures.   Community Development Director 
Westbay gave an overview of the annexation process.  The Municipal Annexation Act of 1965, 
as amended, guides this process from the State level.  Director Westbay reviewed the Poundstone 
Amendments that require one of three conditions be met before an unincorporated area can be 
annexed into any municipality.  Also discussed was:  at least 1/6 of the perimeter boundary of the 
proposed annexation must be contiguous with the municipal boundary; the area to be annexed 
must have a community of interest with the annexing municipality; and the area to be annexed 
should be urban or will be urbanized in the near future.  Director Westbay reviewed limitations 
to annexation, and the requirements, if needed, for an annexation impact report.  The County has 
waived the requirement for an annexation impact report if the area is within the Three Mile 
Plan/Urban Growth Boundary of the City.  Also discussed was the zoning association with 
annexation, annexation agreements and the procedural annexation steps.  Director Westbay 
informed Council the City doesn’t currently have an Annexation Agreement Resolution in place 
and he would like to work on this document.  Lastly, Director Westbay reviewed a map depicting 
potential areas of annexation around the City of Gunnison.  There are currently 210 acres or 
roughly 3% of raw undeveloped land within the City limits. 
 
Ordinance and Resolutions:   
 Resolution No. 32, Series 2005; Re:  Commending Steven Borick for his 
Contributions to the City of Gunnison and WSC. 
 
Councilor Miller introduced Resolution No. 32, Series 2005, and it was read in its entirety by the 
City Attorney. 
 
Councilor Miller moved and Councilor Nesbitt seconded the motion that Resolution No. 32, 
Series 2005, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNNISON, 
COLORADO, COMMENDING STEVEN J. BORICK FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
THE CITY OF GUNNISON AND WESTERN STATE COLLEGE OF COLORADO, be 
introduced, read, passed and adopted this 11th day of October, 2005. 
 
 Roll call vote, yes:  Miller, Nesbitt, Medina, Harriman, Ferguson.  So carried. 
 Roll call vote, no:   None. 
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 Resolution No. 33, Series 2005, Re: Re:  Supporting Gunnison County Ballot Issue 
1A on the November 1, 2005, Election Ballot. 
 
Councilor Miller introduced Resolution No. 33, Series 2005, and it was read in its entirety by the 
City Attorney.   
 
Councilor Miller moved and Councilor Medina seconded the motion that Resolution No. 33, 
Series 2005, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNNISON, 
COLORADO, SUPPORTING GUNNISON COUNTY BALLOT ISSUE 1A ON THE 
NOVEMBER 1, 2005, ELECTION BALLOT, be introduced, read, passed and adopted this 
11th day of October, 2005. 
 
 Roll call vote, yes:  Medina, Harriman, Ferguson, Miller.  Motion carried. 
 Roll call vote, no:   Nesbitt. 
 
Councilor Nesbitt stated he voted no because he has requested, since July, that a parking study, 
traffic study and economic impact study be performed by the County and he has not received any 
information concerning these issues. 
 
City Attorney:  Nothing further to report. 
 
Interim City Manager:  Ken Coleman:  Reported on the Regional Transportation Authority 
(RTA) meeting he attended.  Discussed at the meeting:  airline seat bookings are up to date; the 
TNM&O bus line service issue needs more information on ridership; the management contract 
for Scott Truex; and the RTA’s focus on moving people up-valley. 
 
City Clerk:  Gail Davidson:  Informed Council the website has been converted to its new look 
and ask Council to look at it and give any feedback to her Department.  Clerk Davidson also 
reminded Council the CML District 10 Regional Meeting will be held on October 27th in 
Montrose and to let her know if they would like to attend and she will get them registered.   
 
Non-Scheduled Citizens:    
Butch Clark, City resident, thanked Council for allowing the public to attend the morning 
meeting with the County Commission on the proposed detention facility project.  He informed 
Council about a jail facility project in Tennessee that produced a report about ADA 
requirements.  He also has a study from Racine, Wisconsin, containing related detention facility 
issues, including siting within the community, for Council’s review.  He suggested Council 
review Department of Justice statistics regarding prison population growth and the space allotted 
per trustees continues to grow.  The current County facility allots 35 sq. feet per person, the 
Federal requirement is 80 sq. feet per person and ADA requirements are higher than State 
guidelines.  Council thanked Mr. Clark for his research. 
 
General Discussion/Items for Work Session:   
Councilor Harriman:  Master Plan Steering Committee Meeting:  Councilor Harriman 
updated Council on the meeting she attended.  There was an update of the process to date and a 
review of the Master Plan Vision Statement.  Several committee members are reviewing the 
vision statement and will rewrite and make recommendations at the next meeting on November 
2nd.   
 
Councilor Medina:  Asked Police Chief Anderson how the application process for the new 
Police Officer was going.  Chief Anderson stated the applications are open until November 1st, 
and he will get information together on the applicant pool for Council after that date.  He stated 
he has receive applications from many qualified applicants, both local, within the state and 
around the country. 
 
Councilor Miller:  Asked Chief Anderson to get Council his feedback on the selection process 
he went through under the consulting guidance of Fred Rainguet.  Council would like to know 
the Chief’s opinions on what worked and what didn’t work.   
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Councilor Nesbitt:  Attended the Tourism Association (TA) meeting this morning.  The TA has 
seen a 20% increase in lodging tax in the 2nd quarter.  The TA paid the Chamber $15,547 in 
2004 to mail fulfillments (inquiries about the area), and thus far in 2005, they have paid $27,357 
for the fulfillments.   
 
The north end of the valley is pushing for an Events Coordinator.  The County has included 
$30,000 in their 2006 budget for the position.  Discussion ensued.  Items discussed included:  the 
need for one valley-wide coordinator versus one for either end of the valley; financing the 
position with the Chamber; and if the number of events in Gunnison warrants a coordinator in 
Gunnison.  Mayor Ferguson stated he will be meeting next week with the Chamber to discuss the 
events coordinator position.  Interim City Manager Coleman informed Council that Parks & 
Recreation Director Ampietro has been selected to give input from Staff on the events 
coordinator committee. Director Ampietro can give good input on the amount of in-kind services 
the City currently provides for the different events.   
 
Mayor Ferguson:  Informed Council he may not be at next week’s Work Session as he will be 
in Grand Junction for a meeting.   
 
Adjournment:  At 8:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
City Clerk 


